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Before the advent of modern mass-production methods, books were bound by hand to
remarkably high standards of quality. Beautiful and durable, they appealed to book lovers who
appreciated not only a book's content but also the quality and craftsmanship of its binding.
Unfortunately, the introduction of machine-binding methods, while making books widely
available at reasonable prices, also largely curtailed the art and craft of making fine books by
hand.This expert guide offers a solution. In its pages, craftspeople can learn the traditional
methods of bookbinding and produce high-quality hand-bound books themselves. Thorough,
detailed instructions, with over 270 helpful illustrations by the author, cover materials, tools, and
equipment (including making your own); fundamental procedures and technical methods;
rebinding an old book; making a slipcase, and other essentials. Also included are well-
illustrated, step-by-step directions for eight binding projects: dust jacket; blank book, single
signature; folio; blank book, four signatures; manuscript binding; music binding; and two
more.Clearly written and easy to follow, this manual will be indispensable to those wishing to
create high-quality handcrafted bindings themselves; it will also serve as a valuable reference for
students and professionals in publishing and its allied trades.

From the Back CoverBefore the advent of modern mass-production methods, books were
bound by hand to remarkably high standards of quality. Beautiful and durable, they appealed to
book lovers who appreciated not only a book's content but also the quality and craftsmanship of
its binding. Unfortunately, the introduction of machine-binding methods, while making books
widely available at reasonable prices, also largely curtailed the art and craft of making fine books
by hand.This expert guide offers a solution. In its pages, craftspeople can learn the traditional
methods of bookbinding and produce high-quality hand-bound books themselves. Thorough,
detailed instructions, with over 270 helpful illustrations by the author, cover materials, tools, and
equipment (including making your own); fundamental procedures and technical methods;
rebinding an old book; making a slipcase, and other essentials. Also included are well-
illustrated, step-by-step directions for eight binding projects: dust jacket; blank book, single
signature; folio; blank book, four signatures; manuscript binding; music binding; and two
more.Clearly written and easy to follow, this manual will be indispensable to those wishing to
create high-quality handcrafted bindings themselves; it will also serve as a valuable reference for
students and professionals in publishing and its allied trades.
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Ebook Library Reader, “The book explains book binding in writing and with pictures.. I’am
interested in book binding as a hobby.”

Ebook Library Reader, “A good guide but limited in its scope.. This is a well presented book that
covers, or so it seems many aspects of book binding. However for me it has two major
shortfalls, the very reasons I bought the book.I have a 275 page manuscript that would like to
assemble as a book and indeed make a dozen copies for my extended family.Option 1 is a 1.5
inch 3 ring binder which I am currently using.Option 2 was to bind as per this book in a series of
signatures. However pages will have to be printed in some special order for setting up the
signatures. This book does not cover that subject. Nor does it or suggest how to print such
pages.Option 3 was to assemble and bind as a paper back, in which case I could run off all
pages on my printer and then "glue" bind them etc.I good book as far as it goes but I'm going to
have to do more research to find the right guide.”

Nunya B., “Great little book. It's a nice book that goes over the basics of bookbinding! Great for
beginners.”

antistatist, “the most informative book I have come across. while this is an older book and
doesn't cover all the most modern and unusual types of bindings, it provides some very
thorough instruction on traditional bookbinding methods including full bound, quarter bound and
folio, single signatures and multiple signatures; pressing, weighting, covering boards, mitering
corners, casing in, etc. although I purchased another book as well titled 'Bookcraft', I find that
this book is the one I go back to repeatedly for reference probably because this is old school,
traditional when they didn't cut corners on binding and every aspect was thought out with do
diligence. if you're learning and want to create a book that will last a lifetime, this is a terrific
resource. I really love this book as it encourages my sense of perfection and I've always thought
if you are going to do something, then do it right not half-assed the first time.if you take the time
to read this book first and pay attention to the illustrations, it has indeed retained it's usefulness
over time and remains a book you will still see offered over others on many book supply
websites. DO NOT let the black and white illustrations discourage you. they are very clear and
well rendered to even my old eyes.I highly recommend even for the novice such as myself.”

Roger R. Cousineau, “One Half of a Great Set of Instructions on Bookbinding. I bought this book,
and "The Craft of Bookbinding" by Manly Banister, on the advice of other reviewers. These two
books really compliment each other. This book has great, easy to follow instructions for binding
books in several different styles, as well as instructions for making slip covers and boxes for
boxing sets of books. There is a chapter on making many of the basic bookbinding tools you will
need. The illustrations that go with the instructions are large, clear, and easy to follow.The book



by Banister has instructions for making some tools not included in this book. In addition, Watson
makes the statement that "perfect bound" books, which include most of the trade paperbacks
we own, cannot be rebound. Banister, on the other hand, has a ten page section on perfect
binding, and how to rebind your favorite paperback.Aldren Watson has put together a wonderful
book, clear, easy to understand, clearly illustrated, and depending on what you are trying to
accomplish, it may be the only one you ever need. I gave it four stars only because it did not
cover "perfect binding".Buy both books and you should be able to tackle just about any
bookbinding situation that comes up.”

P. Harris, “Perfect. Purchased as a gift for my daughter. She said it was exactly what she was
looking for.”

Paloma Farmer, “Illustrations for every step of the way. An excellent book which has clear
illustrations and precise directions for every step of the bookbinding process. It also includes
instructions on preparing your own bookbinding tools. If you'd like to bind your own book and
appreciate a good clear illustration or two, this is the book for you.I was hobbling along making
unstable books with the help of various videos, tutorials, and Instructables until I got this
resource; now I wish I had had it from the very start.Ironically this book's glue binding is a hassle
and the book barely stays open, I have to break the binding or use binder clips just to keep it
from snapping shut. But, that's a downfall of pretty much all paperback books so one should
know what they're in for...”

Revd P. Taylor, “Hand Bookbinding, a Manual of Instruction. I was looking for information on how
to rebind a paperback book which was badly falling apart, with many pages completely
detached. This manual was well reviewed so I bought it. It has very little on repairing paperback
books, especially the "perfect bound" type that is now so common (where there is no stitching to
hold parts together, but every page is simply held by a common glue backbone); in fact it said
paperbacks like this were not really repairable. But after reading what there was, I decided it was
worth a go on my ancient but well-loved paperback. I realised I needed a glue that would dry or
set in a flexible state, so bought some Copydex - it worked a treat. I completely dismantled the
paperback, separated all the pages, and cleaned off remaining old backing glue, including from
the inside of the cover. Then after carefully stacking the pages square and tight I clamped them
in a "workmate" so that the spine of the pages was a few mm above the clamping edges, and
spread a layer of Copydex, worked it in, and let it dry overnight. I added a second good layer the
next day. After that was dry I took it out, and all looked well. So I added a third layer of Copydex
and inserted the pages into the cover, pressed it all very firmly down, and reclamped it up. Next
day - good as new - nearly. Book opens flat and easily, pages are secure, and I have my book
back. Happy!”



ronnie99, “Good informative book. Really good ideas, seems to use slightly different ways to
construct the the book blocks but it does make good sense, great buy.”

Dyl., “Most informative. The author explains in detail how book binding by hand works, and even
has information on how one may create the tools used in this art. As I have been trying to restore
books, it was great to read how they are put together, so that one could change a badly worn
hard cover. Once you understand the principles and methods used, you can adapt it to your own
tools at hand.”

Susan Woodford, “book making bliss. This is a serious book making book; very easy to follow
and quite detailed. I love it. The only thing that dates it is that it shows you how to make the
different implements needed, whereas now I'm sure they can all be sourced online. If you like
book making, or want to have a go, this is a brilliant book.  Buy it!”

Whippetgal2, “Useful Book. This is a very good book if you're just starting to learn bookbinding,
like I am. Sometimes American textbooks can be a nightmare for we Brits, but this one is an
exception. Good, straightforward information and instructions combine with very clear
diagrams.  I would highly recommend this book.”

The book by Kate Shoup has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 568 people have provided feedback.
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